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Fire Awareness

With the potential threat from the Zaca Wildland Fire, listed below are some things that you
should be aware of as a resident of Santa Barbara.

RED FLAG ALERT
Why does Santa Barbara County have a Red Flag Alert Plan?

Fire agencies have the ability to predict weather conditions that increase the potential for large
wildfires. Daily fire weather is collected throughout Santa Barbara County and fire weather
conditions are forecasted on a daily basis. It is important for you to keep up to date on these
local conditions to be prepared in the event a wildfire does start. To prepare for these types
of events Santa Barbara County has a statewide fire alert system called the “Red Flag Fire
Alert Plan”. It alerts fire agencies and the public to conditions that increase the potential for
catastrophic wildfire.

What is a Red Flag Alert?

A Red Flag Alert (RFA) is an alert initiated by Santa Barbara County fire agencies. It alerts
the public to the increased risk of wildfire or the need for fire and law enforcement agencies
to provide additional fire protection measures to ensure a fire either does not start or can be
quickly extinguished. They are issued for specific geographic areas throughout the County.

Two types of alerts may be initiated: 1) A General Red Flag Alert if temperatures exceed 85
degrees, winds exceed 15 mph, and relative humidity falls below 20 percent; or 2) an Extreme
Red Flag Alert if temperatures exceed 90 degrees, winds exceed 20 mph, and relative humid-
ity falls below 20 percent. Fire agencies also may issue a RFA if enough local fire fighting
resources are depleted due to other fires throughout the state, or if unusual circumstances
exist that require emergency measures to control the fire risk.

What happens when a Red Flag Alert is initiated?

When a Red Flag Alert is initiated, Santa Barbara County fire agencies:
+ Raise a symbolic red flag at all affected local fire stations.
Advise local media of the alert.
Cancel all burn permits and ban all burning.
Increase staffing and patrol high-risk areas.
Notify other participating agencies, such as Public Works and Law Enforcement.
Invoke fire closures on private and public lands, including roadways, during an
extreme RFA.
* In addition, some homeowners associations have RFA plans and may fly red flags at
key intersections in their community.

What should | do during a Red
Flag Alert?

+ Have your “Family Disaster Plan” and
“Evacuation Plan” in place.

¢+ Keep up-to-date through local media on
any emergency conditions. Call 2-1-1;
do not call 9-1-1.

+ Stop any activities that have the poten-
tial to start a fire (ex. mowing the lawn,
chain-sawing, etc.)

¢+ Collect pets and have them so you can
quickly load them in the event you must
evacuate.

+ Have your driver's license with proof of
residence, in case of road closures.

+ Keep roads accessible in the event of
an evacuation by not parking cars on
streets.

+ Consider not being at your home during
a RFA.

« Communicate with neighbors to make
them aware of the increased fire and
safety risk.

+ Be aware of suspicious vehicles or
people. Write down information. Do not
call 9-1-1.

+ Remember: ARED FLAGALERT MEANS
TO BE PREPARED, NOT PANIC.

General Disaster Preparedness
Information:

Disaster can strike quickly and without warn-
ing. It can force you to evacuate your neigh-
borhood or confine you to your home. What
would you do if basic services-water, gas,
electricity or telephones—were cut off? Lo-
cal officials and relief workers will be on the
scene after a disaster, but they cannot reach
everyone right away. Families can-and do-
cope with disaster by preparing in advance
and working together as a team.

Continued on Page 2
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. Fire Awareness Continued from Page 1 9 ]

. 4Steps to Safety : :

. 1. Find out what could happen to you. Ask what types of disasters are most likely . .

! to happen. . .

; 2. Create a Family Disaster Plan. Meet with your family and discuss why you need to . b

B . | prepare for disaster. Plan to share responsibilities and work together as a team. . ]

S C V ] 3. Complete a disaster checklist. 4 ]
I‘l.y Oll.e .0 rg | 4. Practice and maintain your plan. s 3

The City of Santa Barbara’s City . Listed are web sites where you can get information on disaster preparedness: . ]
Clerk’s Office will be administering http://lwww.SantabarBaraca.gov/oes/public.htm . 3
the General Municipal Election on http://lwww.SantaBarbaraRedCross.org . 3
November 6, 2007. The ballot will http://www.PrepareNow.org . 3
include three (3) Council member http://www.ready.gov b 3
seats and a Charter Amendment . 3
measure to change regular City . 3
elections from November of odd- E Sunday, October 28, 2007 3
numbered years to evenyears. Voter | 3 e ' he 6th A ' | ]
registration forms are available at ! . . Or the 6th Annua ., 3
the Santa Barbara City Clerk’s Of- | 4 Teaming Up For Safety 3
fice and the Santa Barbara County | R - 'J et ' : b s Safety Fair 3
Election Department. | . g . .
ection Departmen . B “A".‘:;‘:%:@@;;Z“ Z R _ aﬂ%ﬁ? : De la Guerra Plaza :
IMPORTANT DATES: ; 5 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 5
. October 8. 2007: P ‘ DIRECTORY OF CITY DEPARTMENTS AND SERVICES E We will again be teaming up the E
abcse(:)ntg'e-: v’oter ba:llogrr?12?|23 B Area Code: (805) City Hall, 735 Anacapa Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 Website: www.SantaBarbaraCA.gov 1 Postpartum Education for Parents b

' : | Airport 967.7111 | Parks and Recreation 564.5418 Distribution & Collection 4 (PEP) Costume Parade and the 3

* October 8, 2007: Sample ballots . | Ainimal Control 963.1513 | Adapted Recreation 564.5421 Water & Sewer Mains 5645413 | «  Downtown Organization trick or treat e
mailed. | City Administrator 564.5305 Adult Sports 564.5422 After Hours 963.4286 0 Halloween events. 3

« | City Attorney 564.5326 Aquatics 897.2680 El Estero Wastewater Plant  568.1010 3 °

* October 8 - 30, 2007: Absentee : | CityClerk 5645309 | Community Services 963.7567 Engineering 5645363 | o _ 3
voter period. : | CityEmployment 564.5316 | Creeks and Water Quality ~ 897.2658 Graffti Hotline 8072513 |« This year’s Safety Fair will be ¢

. | City-TV Channel 18 5645311 Cultural Arts 897.1982 Permit Counter 564.5388 . | )y

* October 22, 2007: Last day to * | Community Development 5645502 |~ Gof 687.1087 | PotHole Hotine 8972600 | ¢ the best EVER! :
register to vote. | Building & Safety 564.5485 Active Adults & Classes 897.2519 Recycling 564.5691 . <

i Housing & Redevelopment 564.5461 Street Trees 564.5434 Shopping Cart Hotline  1.800.252.4613 s . . 3

* November 6, 2007: ELECTION < | Planing 5645470 | Teen Programs 897.2650 | Street Light Hotline 5645416 | e For more information, or .
DAY; last day City Clerk’s Office ¢ | Finance 564.5334 Tennis 564-5573 Street Maintenance 564.5413 e : 3
can receive stguee Voter ballots. - | Busnesslicenses 564536 | Youth Acives 54505 | TaficSgnatoine  Se4saty [ o guestions, please contact 3
B Purchasing 5645349 | Police 897.2300 Transportation Operations ~ 564.5394 | ¢ Matt McBride at 564-5703 3

. Water Billing 5645343 | Emergency Use 911 Transportation Planning 564.5385 o o

If you have any questions, please _ | Fire(non-emergencyuse) 9655254 | Non-Emergency Use 897.2300 Trash Complaints 564.5669 b 3
contact the City Clerk’s Office at ° | Library 962.7653 | Public Works 564.5377 Water Conservation Hotline  564.5460 E o
(805) 564-5309 ):)r visit us online at | Eastside Branch 963.3727 | ABOP Hotline* 560.7505 Water Resources Admin. ~ 564.5387 . 3
) ’ ¢ | Mayorand Council 5645318 | Cater Water Treatment Plant 897.2628 | Waterfront 564.5531 4 o
www.SBCityVote.org. 5 Downtown Parking 564.5656 Harbor Patrol 5645530 | o ]
£ + Antifreeze, Batteries, Used Motor Oil and Filters, Latex Paints Parking 564.5523 : 0000000000 00000000000000000 .:
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